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OVNI      AMERICANA

DE               1896 - 97

THE     AMERICAN     UFO     WAVE     OF      1896  -  97

[  LITERAL     TRANSCRIPTION     FROM     THE     JOURNAL  “THE   DALLAS   MORNING   NEWS”  ,  DALLAS  ,  TEXAS    ,     U.S.A.   ,   MONDAY   APRIL     19TH   1897  ,   PAGE  5  ]. 
“THE   GREAT   AERIAL   WANDERER    :    IT   IS   EITHER   A   REALITY   OR   ANANIAS   AND    SAPPHIRA   WERE                     (  MARE  )     [  ILLEGIBLE ON THE ORIGINAL ]       AMATEURS.

EFFECT   OF   CHAMBERS   CREEK   WATER.         FOUND   ON   THE   GROUND   AT    GREENVILLE   AND   STEPHENVILLE   AND   EXPLODED    AT   DECATUR.”

“STEPHENVILLE   ,   TEXAS   ,   APRIL   17”

         This afternoon Mr. c.L. Mollhany ,        a prominent farmer who lives three miles down the Bosque from here , came into "The NewS" correspondent's office and before seating himself he said    :    "-I have found it".                        "-Found what ?".    "-Found the airship         “The Dallas News”   has been talking about.        It is no joke.    I discovered the ship on the ground early this morning.    It was in charge of two men , one an engineer and the other a pilot. 

              They had been compelled to come to the ground to make some repairs on the machinery.    At one came to Stephenville and reported my find.” 

               "I got a large number of our citizens , who at once proceedd to the spot to view the aerial monster.     Among those who viewed the wonderful machine were   :              Col. James U.Vincent , Eugene Moore of the Stephenville Empire ,       Mr. Charles Bassell of the Stephenville Journal , Judge W.W. Moores ,  Senator L.N. Frank ,                        Mr. M.F. Martin ,  Dr. S.D.Naylor ,                                 judge Thomas B.King , Mr.J.C. George , Dr. M.Day ,           J.H. Cage  ,  S. Frank ,  W.P. Orr , mayor of the city ,     James Collins , Mr. Lee Young , Dr. R.B. Cameron ,            Dr. J.H.Stewart , A.M.Borders  ,   S.C. Back ,                    Hon. J.T. Danfel , ex-district attorney Hon. J.W.Parker , district attorney   Otho S. Houston  and                             Hon. J.S. Straughan , district judge , and many other of our prominent citizens. 

               The airship is very much as reported by "The News"  heretofore.     It consist of a     cigar-shaped body about sixty feet in length ,  to which is attached two immense  aeroplanes ,    and the motive power is an immense wheel at each end , in appearance much like a metalic wind-mill.        It is driven by an immense electric engine , which derives its power from storage batteries.        

               The crew consisted , as stated , of two men , who gave their names as S.E. Tilman and  A.E. Dolbear.                                                

               They report that they have been making an experimental trip to comply with a contract with certain capitalists of New York , who are backing them.     They are confident that they have achieved a great success and that in a short time the navigation of the air will be an assured fact.                                                 

               They refused to have their machine critically inspected and refused to talk further as to their plans for the future.     They rapidly made the necessary repairs , boarded the ship   and , adding adieu to the astonished crowd assembled , the ship rose gently into the air and sailed off in a southwesterly direction.         If you don't believe me , just ask any one of these men who saw it.                                

               And say , I want you to tell  "The News"   about it.    This is one time old Earth is ahead   -the first place the airship has been seen to light.     And say , what you reckon is going to happen when dynamiters get to riding in airships and dropping bombs down on folks and cities ?.                   Is this world ready for airships ?.    Without an answer ,      Mr. Mollhany  went forth to tell the news”                             
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"A   JUDGE   SEES   IT.     THE   CURIOUS   EFFECT   OF

CHAMBERS     CREEK    WATER"

“Waxahachie   ,     Ellis  Co.    ,    Texas   ,     April    18”

        "The News"   reporter has had an  interview with   Judge Love  of this city concerning the mysterious airship , which has been puzzling the minds of many Texans.             A rumor having gained currency that it had been seen         by him.                                                 

              “The News"  reporter called at his  office in quest of further information.         Judge Love   said   :   "Mr. Beatty and myself were on a fishing tour on  Chambers Creek  near the  mouth of   Great House  branch yesterday.     The wind was in the north and we  were having very little success.       About  5 : 30  or 6 o'clock in  the  afternoon  we  decided to go further down the creek about  600  yards from the mouth of  Great House  branch. 

              Mr. Beatty was slightly in advance , and I heard him say ,  "-My God , what               is that ?.”     When I struggled , through the underbrush to him he  pointed to the left and there , in a ravine , was a group of five peculiarly  dressed men , and resting on the bank by them was a queer looking machine , which from the sketches and description heretofore published in  "The News"  we decided must be      the airship. 

               The men were taking their case-stretched out full length on some furs  -and they were smoking pipes.             We , with some trepidation, advanced upon them :         when they saw us they appeared somewhat disconcerted , but one of them in fairly good English called to us ,                    “-Come on and join us”.     We advanced and after mutual introductions had taken place ,  I asked if that was the famous airship.    The man who had first called to us , and who appeared to be the leader of the party , said ,                  "-That is one of the airships   ;   would you like                      to examine it ?”.      

              The vessel or airship is thirty-two feet long and in the center is fourteen feet        wide , sloping gradually toward each end like a Mexican cigar.     It has three pairs of      wings , each is like the wings of a bird.      They are ribbed fore and aft. and are covered ,   so  that  the  stream  of  air  can  have its full lifting capacity , somewhat after the manner of the wings of the kits sent up by  Lamson in    Rigby  park.                                                     

              The airship contained machinery by which the wings can be worked or flapped very rapidly, and by means of a lever the ship can be turned in any direction or made to ascend or descend at the will of the helmsman.     The ship is fitted for the accommodation of its crew , containing     bunks , cooking department , gasoline stove and other conveniences.                              

              We were told by the aerial navigators that the airship was capable of a speed of   250   miles an hour , but that its normal rate of speed was from 125 to 150 miles an hour.         On evincing desire to hear whence they came and how long they had been navigating the air ,   their leader produced pipes and a sack of excellent tobacco and asked us to make ourselves comfortable while he proceeded to enlighten us. 

               "We , he said , live in the regions of the north pole.   Contrary to the general    belief , there is a large body of land beyond the polar seas , containing about  250  square miles of territory.                                                   

              The first time this land was visited by human   beings , so far as we know , was when the ten tribes of Israel found their way there after the captivity and dispersion of the Jews. According to tradition they were attempting to cross Bering straits and were carried by a floating iceberg and landed on the shores of north pole land.                                               

             The climate there , while at that time cold , was prevented from being uninhabitable by the influence of the gulf stream , which , after flowing for hundreds of miles many fathoms under the surface of the sea in that region , came to the surface and flows entirely around the continent of north pole land.                    

             You wonder how I speak English ?.     Well , the polar expedition of    Sir Hugh Willoughby  in   1543  , who , with his crew , was supposed to have been lost , as a matter of fact succeeded in reaching north pole land.      The ship had been so wrecked and broken  up by the voyage that       Sir Willoughby  and his crew were unwilling to risk a return trip , therefore they remained at north pole land.       

In the early part of  1546   Sir  John Franklin's  crew reached north pole land.     Sir  John  having died near what is now called  Lady Franklin  bay.                                       

              Sir  John's crew  remained , as to return was impossible , the ship being crushed between two icebergs  100  miles from north pole land ,   to which they             went in boats. 

              In addition to the foregoing , various parties in the  United States  and Europe have from time to time reached this land in a hopeless condition.        “-How do you manage to live ?”.      “-Well , we have a splendid country now.      You know how buildings are heated by steam ?.     Well , we have pipes through water steam to convey it all over the inhabitable part of the country , and the soil is kept at such a temperature that we can produce all the fruits of the temperate zone and some of the fruits of the tropics.                                                       

              The country is lighted by electricity during the six-months night.     We have no timber and no coal.     Water , as you know , is composed of  two  parts  of  hydrogen  and one part oxygen.    The oxygen burns very rapidly , giving out great heat.    Now , by means of a chemical process ,  we take an iceberg , separate the hydrogen from the oxygen and use the latter for fuel and lights.     For lack of timber we can not build ships or trains , therefore we were led to the invention of the airships.                    

              We have been using the airships in north pole land for many years for local travel , but not until recently have we made the experiment of taking such trips as the one we are now on.       

              On the  lst  day of January  [ 1897 ] the  Historical Society of North Pole Land   decided to send out a number of airships throughout the United States  and  Europe.     Twenty airships were ordered built expressly for the purpose with a capacity of five men each.                               

              On the  lst  day of March , 1897 ,   ten of these ships were started to  Europe  and ten to  America.     There are ten airships in the United States.     We have guns and fishing tackle and the speed which we go enables us to take any game we can sight.     By agreement the ten airships in the United States will meet in Nashville , Tenn. , to attend the Centennial Exposition  on  June 18 and 19  , and the ships will be on exhibition for those two days free of charge.

               About  100  miles north of here ve had to descend and saw one of your trains go by.       They are very curious things , but go so slow.    Now we must be going.”          Judge Love continued   :    “-We then shook hands vith the crew and they stepped into their ship , rose in the air ,  and started toward  Waco.      The description of the ship I have given you is a very meager one , but you can all go to the   Nashville Exposition    June  18  and  19   [ 1897 ]  and see for yourselves.”                 
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HAS    A    MUSICAL    CREW

“THE   DALLAS   MORNING   NEWS”    ,     APRIL     19TH    1897

ILLSBORO  ,   HILL  CO.   ,   TEXAS   ,  APRIL  18

          A number of persons in this city whose curiosity in regard to the  airship has been aroused to fever heat by the graphic accounts of this mysterious wanderer of the heavens as published in   “The Dallas News”   sat up most of last night in hopes of seeing it.                       

              Their vigilance was not rewarded, probably from the fact that it had engagements to fill in other sections and could not get around.   However , a gentleman named  Walter Williams ,  who camped with his wagon on a high hill about two miles   east   of   here  on the   Hillsboro   and     Mount Calm  road , and who slept on the extreme summit of the hill , says he heard and saw wonderful things that were not on the programme. 

              He came to town this morning and       “The News”   reporter ran across him at the city watering through as he was watering his team.    The reporter , observing that he appeared perplexed about something , halted and entered into a conversation with him , and soon learned the cause of his perplexity.     An account of this man and his strange experience is best related in his own words.       Said he   :        

             “My name is  Walter Williams.            I am a farmer and live in  Anderson county near Montalba , a small country village.     I am on my way overland to  Hardeman  county , where I have land interests.      Last night I stayed two miles east of here on a high hill.     I stopped my wagon and team at the feet of the hill , where    I fed my team.                                             

             After supper I strolled about a little for relaxation and eventually got to the summit of the hill.     The night was an ideal one , with no clouds visible  anywhere.    The moon was cleverly up and the view from the hill was eminently beautitul and impressive.     The city of Hillsboro  lay off in the valley to the west in all its picturesqueness ,  while beyond it the shadow of the cross timbers showed darkly against the horizon.                                               

             The timbered creek above and below me and the clear sky above , from which a few stars blinked sleepily added to the happiness of the occasion.                                             

              Moved by an impulse ,   I took off my hat in adoration to the hand that had fashioned the hills and spread the valley there.      The place was so lonely and quiet I decided to spend the night there , and got my blankets and spread them on the ground , with nothing but the blue canopy above me.             

               I soon drifted away into  the land of slumber.     After a while  I was awakened by the sound of music.             I lay on my pallet with my eyes closed and listened to it.              Softer , sweeter , weirder  music was never heard. Its melody coursed through my veins and penetrated my very soul.     Presently I was sufficiently awake to remember where I was , and it struck me as very strange that I should hear music at that place and time.                                                 

             I opened my eyes and looked around me.   I could see no one and the music very strangely seemed te be in the air overhead.     I sprang to my feet and peered into the air with all my   might , but could not see anything.     It must have been midnight or past , for the moon had climbed high up the heavens , and its silver rays filled the earth with their radiance.              

               I felt as if I was in a spirit land listening to the weird music of spirits.         It was like the music of an organ with flageolet, violin , fluts and cornet accompanying.          At times it seemed very near and then floated   far away almost beyond the range of hearing ,   but always returning sweeter and more devotional than before.       Look as I would , I could see nothing of the invisible musicians ,  and it is natural that I should have felt somewhat superstitious about it.                                     

             Yet , I was not as disturbed as one would suppose by it.     I knew or felt reasonably certain that no human agency produced the music , still it did not terrify me.    The tune was  "Coronation"  and while it was soft and low ,    it seemed to penetrate the entire universe.     The very air seemed to thrill from it.      The stars in the distance , dim and indistinct , appeared to feel its vibrations.                               

               After a while the music ceased and I noticed a commotion in the  Milky-Way   almost overhead.    It seemed  as if millions of stars , moved by a sudden impulse , had started revolving about each other in what appeared to be a space ten feet in diameter.    They revolved around faster and faster , occasionally throwing off stars , which darted into the void and disappeared.                                                                 

               This lasted for scarcely a minute , then the disorder ceased.     In the center of the circle  was plainly outlined a cross of stars , adorned with a crown of thorns.                                                                       This presently faded and left the  Milky-Way  in its natural state.     Just as is faded I plainly heard from myriads of tongues the refrain         "Peace on earth , good will to men”.              I fancied I could see in the far heavens flashing in the moonlight the silver tips of angel wings.     

              The song died away and everything grew silent.     After that I could not sleep till nearly day , when I fell into a soft slumber.      I am at a loss to account for it.      It could not have been a dream.      It was too vivid ,  and I can not account for it.     While it is possible that  Eastertide  may have had something to do with it.                                                  

              I am not prepared to say that it did.    I relate it  as it occurred to me , and I give you my word as an honest man and as a Christian that I saw what I saw.      If you doubt it , I refer you to any one at  Montalba  , Texas , who will tell you I am at least regarded as truthful.”      When the reporter recovered from the strangeness of the adventures ,             Mr. Williams  was some distance down the street.                                               
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C.G.  WILLIAMS    SAW    IT.      IT    WAS   ON   THE

GROUND  AND  HE  INTERVIEWED  THE  CAPTAIN.

Greenville   ,   Hunt Co.  ,  Texas ,  April 17.       

( To  “The News” )

        I have surely seen the airship.          I saw it last night about  12   o´clock.       I was walking across a field two miles south of town.    I was in a meditative mood , and suddenly I was aroused by a brilliant light in front of me.                     I was dazzled by the light and frightened almost out of my senses.      I  should have left the place at once , but my legs refused to move.              

              As soon as I could recover a little   I noticed that the lights had gone out , and by the light of the moon I saw an immense  cigar-shaped vessel resting on the ground in front of me.    I saw three men walk out of the vessel.          Two of them went to work about the riggin of the ship.                                                    The other called to me and asked if  I would mail some letters for him.    This gave me courage to approach and talk with him.     Having been at one time connected with a daily paper and by mere reporterial instinct I took out my pencil and paper.     Seeing this ,  the strange visitor said   :                                                         

              "-See here , young man , don't give this thing away.  We are experimenting with this vessel.    So far it is a  success.  We expect to revolutionize travel and  transportation.     We have seen a few copies of the dafly newspapers and are very much amused and entertained at the accounts of the appearance of our ship.     If you will promise on the square not to reveal what I tell you ,                I will give you a little history of our adventures.”                 

              "At a little town in the interior of   New York  state  I have worked for many years on my ship.    About two weeks ago I started accompanied by these two assistants to make a trial trip.     My intention at first was to make a very short trip.  We started in the night to avoid being seen.    Everything worked so well that I decided to keep going ,    and I soon found myself passing over the state of  Indiana.”        

             “We stopped in a secluded spot near a small railway station.     I went into the town and procured a daily paper , which gave an account of my ship being seen.    Since that time we have been passing from place to place at a rapid rate of speed.”                                                  

              “Occasionally we stop near a town to get the newspapers.    I am going home in a few days to improve my ship.      I find some improvements necessary to perfect it.     This trial trip has been most satisfactory.      You will bear from me again in a short while ,  and then it will not be vague reports , but a full description of the modern wonder , the airship.”                                       

             I had a good opportunity to look at the exterior of the monster while its occupant was talking.      It is much the shape of a cigar.        The main body appeared to be about  30 feet long.    Great wings shaped fans spread out either side.   At the front end was a large wheel much like the side wheels of a steamboat , but made of very light material.       At the rear end was a fanlike projection like the tail of a fish.              

              The whole was about  73  feet long.      I asked my visitor to explain his ship , how it was propelled , etc..         He simply replied :      “-Electricity.    Within are electrical machines which furnish the motive power , and the lights. When once in motion  the wind operating on the large wheel in front like a wind mill keeps the ship in motion and but little electricity is needed.”                                                        

             “Now , young man , I can't tell you any more.        Just wait and you will learn all about it.    If you will mail these letters and not disclose the names and address and keep this all quiet for awhile  ,  and  will give me your name ,   

I will return soon and take you with me on a trip to  Mexico  and  South America".                                             

              I promised not to give him away.        He and his assistants went inside , there was a flash of light , a sizzing noise , the monster rose gracefully and flew away in a northeast direction.     I am in honour bound not to disclose the names and postoffice address of the letters.     I deposited them in the Greenville postoffice that night.                                                   

              When my visitor returns and I leave with him for  Mexico and  South  America ,  I will write  "The News”    regularly.    It is a grand invention and I am fully convinced that  in a short  while  all  we  shall discard slow railroad trains and ocean steamers”.                                                        

( C.G. Williams ).

[ From     “The   Dallas   Morning   News”   ,      Dallas   ,   Texas , Monday      April     19th     1897  ].
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